MINISTRY OF HELPS

The motivating factor of the Helps Ministry is LOVE.  (I Corinthians 13:1-8)

I.
THINGS THAT THE MINISTRY OF HELPS IS NOT

A. Puffed up.

B. Vaunt.

C. Envious.

D. Easily provoked.

II. WHO IS THE GREATEST?

A. Jesus considered Himself a servant of the Father.  (Matthew 20:20-28)

B. Elisha, the servant of Elijah.  (I Kings 19:16-21)

1. Elisha ministered to Elijah.  The word "minister" means to contribute, serve, attend, and wait upon.  Elisha made the decision to minister to Elijah.

III. FAITHFULNESS COMES BY CHOICE

A. Elisha remained with Elijah whether he spoke judgement or blessings.  Don't get upset with those who bring correction from God.  (II Kings 1:13-15)

B. Faithfulness brings about a reward.  (II Kings 2:1-12)

IV. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD "HELP"?

A. One who gives assistance

B. Laying hold of; an exchange; or to lay hold of, so as to support.

C. H - Having

E - Enough

L - Loving

P - People

S - Serving

V. WHAT IS THE MINISTRY OF HELPS?  (I CORINTHIANS 12:28)

A. It is a supernatural ministry listed among things such as miracles and healing.

B. It is a gift God has set in the church to bring to pass the vision or goal given to the Pastor.

C. If you are helping anyone in the church or helping the weak or needy, you are operating in the ministry of helps, a gift set in the church by God.  This is a ministry just as valid, just as anointed as if God had asked you to be a teacher, prophet, or apostle.  An usher, nursery worker, sound engineer, and musician -- anyone giving assistance in the body is in the Ministry of Helps. 

VI. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE HELPS MINISTRY?

A. To perfect (mature) the saints.  (Ephesians 4:11-12)

B. The Pastor can preach an anointed sermon, but if the people in the Helps Ministry are not doing their jobs, the visitor may not want to come back.  The Queen of Sheba saw Solomon's men and servants stand continually before him and they were happy.  (II Chronicles 9:5-7)

VII. WHO SETS "HELPS" IN THE CHURCH?

The ministry of helps is a supernatural ministry set in the church by God.  (I Corinthians 12:18, 26-28)

VIII. SOME EXAMPLES OF HELPS MINISTRY

A. Moses could no longer help the people individually, so he cried out to God.  (Numbers 11:10-17)

B. Jesus sent the twelve disciples out to spread the Gospel in the towns and villages.  Jesus was only one man; he could only do so much.  (Matthew 10:5-8)

C. Jesus multiplied the loaves and fish to feed more than 5,000 people.  He distributed the food through the Ministry of Helps.

D. Jesus was asleep in a boat during a storm.  He was physically exhausted from preaching.  The disciples were rowing so that Jesus could get the rest He needed.  They were operating in the Helps Ministry.  (Matthew 8:23-26)

This is a good reason for you to help the Pastor.  When the disciples got in trouble during the storm, Jesus took charge and rebuked the storm.  Your Pastor will do the same for you if you give him time to rest by doing the jobs he otherwise would have to do.

IX. THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY OF HELPS  (I CORINTHIANS 12:18-28)

A. When you don't do your part someone else suffers.  (I Corinthians 12:26)

B. Free your Pastor of other duties so he can stay before God.  (Acts 6:2-3)

C. We need to help God's man with the vision.  (Exodus 17:11-12)

Be a faithful servant.  (Proverbs 13:17; 25:13; 28:20)  You may think you are not qualified for the Ministry of Helps, but God is the One who qualifies you.
